[Value of the corticoliberine test in the etiologic diagnosis of Cushing's syndrome].
Several studies have demonstrated that the corticotropin-releasing factor test (CRF) is useful for the aetiological diagnosis of Cushing's syndrome: in Cushing's disease, as opposed to ectopic ACTH secretion syndrome, the hypothalamus-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis can still be stimulated by CRF. In the present study, we compared the CRF test with the reinforced dexamethasone suppression test in 18 patients: 11 with Cushing's disease, 6 with ectopic ACTH secretion and 1 with adrenal gland adenoma. We obtained 2 false-negative results with the CRF test and 1 false-positive result with the dexamethasone suppression test. Our study, together with published data, suggests that the CRF test is useful in the exploration of Cushing's syndromes of uncertain origin. However, the results obtained with this test must be compared with those of other methods used to explore the HPA axis and which are still necessary.